Germany

Become a racmg
demon for a day
(in your own car)

At the Nurburgring
your inner Ayrton
Senna can run free.
Alexi Mostrous put
his foot to the floor
in the Rhineland

s a clapped-out Volvo :
overtook uson thewrong :
side of the track, my :
instructorshouted: “That :
is exactly the sort of idiot :
who comes to the :

Niirburgring.”

Ron swore as the German-plated family :
car screamed past us, almost forcing meto
drive off the track. We just had time to see }
its owner, a balding, sweaty, fortysome- @

thing man with a manic smile spread

across his red face. His poor estate, at least
20 years old and more used to school runs
than motor racing, squealed in protestasit :

was forced around yet another corner.
Carslike this,and driverslike him, were not
meant fortheracetrack.

Yetthisisthe pointofthe Niirburgring. It :
is one of the world’s most demanding race- :
tracks. Car manufacturers such as Jaguar :
use ts I3 miles and 154 corners to test their :
prototypes to destruction. But the real rea- :
son thousands of petrolheads come to this :
circuit deep in the Rhineland woods, is :
because only here can Mr-Average-Volvo- :

owner pretend tobe Ayrton Senna.
So long as you pay a lap fee of £20, any-

one, and I mean anyone, can drive their :
own car on the northern loop of the :
Niirburgring. There are no oil checks. No :
safety briefings. No one to tell you how the :
¢ slotted into the cornersand sped out again.
“Slow in, fast out,” Ron says."Youneedto :
: HookofHolland ferry:

track slips and slides and drops more than

1,000ft in the first five miles. No one to :
warn you that 80 per cent of the track is :

&6

The only rule
here is do not,
under any
circumstances,
crash your car.
One Porsche
driver was
billed £14,500

9

¢ blind and that, unlike modern racetracks, :
¢ there are no runoffs or gravel pits, or speed :
¢ limits either. Whether you're driving a bus
§ or a Ferrari, the Germans will simply sell :
¢ youaticket and watch you go. H
i This extreme liberality (or stupidity, :
i depending on how you look at it) allowed :
i me and two friends to drive an old Audi : §
i with 120,000 miles on the clock from

i London andthen race it alongside Porsche :
i GT3s,souped-up BMWsand in one case, a
: motorbike ridden by a man who, itseemed, :
i hadplaced his own offspringin thesidecar. :
i Suchdifferent abilities made the experi- :
: enceexciting and terrifying in equal meas- :
ure. About 12 people die here every year, :
with many more injured. We videoed my :
friend in the passenger seat, whose face :
morphed from stoicism to terror in three, :

quick turns.

Your finances are even more at risk than
i yourlife. Crashintothebarrierandthe Ger- ;
mans will replace it, at a minimum cost of :
£1,000. Drop oil and cause another acci- :
dentand you pay all the damage. Oneman :
who crashed a Porsche last year was billed
¢ £14,500 by his hire company. “The only :
rule here,” onedriversays, “is do not,under :
i corners, is unsurpassed
But the track is so long it is easy to lose :
i concentration, especially if you're driving :
i yourself. Sowedecided to hire professional
¢ cars and instructors from RSRNurburg, a :
company run by a grizzled former racer :

any circumstances, crash.”

called Ron Simons.

Ron is a serious character. He has stick- :
ersinhis garage saying “Youarenow enter- :
ing Planet Ron”. He has been here foryears :
and knows the track inside out. He and [ :
went out in a race-prepared Renault Cleo,
withme driving. The experience was exhil- :
¢ arating. By trusting where he was telling :
i me to brake and turn, I found myself trav- :
elling much faster. For about a third of the :
ten-minute lap my fear fell away and [ got :
into a groove where everything seemed to :
work together as the little racing car :
i AlexiMostrous wasaguest

have mechanical sympathy.”

¢ Later Ron let me take one of his faster :
¢ machines,a Lotus Exige S240. Thisisessen- :
i tially a £40,000 go-kart. Completing a lap
¢ inits low-slung racing seats with its engine :
¢ screaming inches behind your head, as the :
¢ winter sun fell over the surrounding forest, :
¢ wasexhilarating.
¢ Qutside cars, the town of Niirburg offers :
¢ little stimulation. Set among pretty hills

¢ beneath a castle built in the Middle Ages,
i the place is almost bereft of women. No :
: wonder our friendly, cheap hotel was :
: decorated with car parts and had a con- :
i stant loop of fastest laps on the TV. The :
: downside of motor racing is that unless :
: youareactually doingit,itisincredibly bor- :
: ing. But if you want a weekend of thrills, :
i with a slim chance of death thrown in and :
: thechancetoseewhatyouraged Volvocan
: doonatrack, thereis nobetter place to go.

As a driving test the
Norburgring, with its 13
miles of track and 154
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Need to

know

Howtogetthere

of Stena Line'sHarwichto
returnfares from£190
for four adults withacar,
Book on 08447707070,
stenaline.co.uk.

Where tostay

i Hewasaguestof Hotel

Burgstube (burgstube.

i com).whichhasrooms
i from€49-€159,including

breakfast.

Furtherinformation
Onelapofthe Nordschleife
withaninstructor with
RSRNUrburg(rsrnurburg.
com)is €125for the
RenauitSport Clio Cup
and€199foralotus

i Exige5240.

Just

No.

CHOICE FOR

SINGLE

TRAVELLERS

+ Fully escorted holidays

+ All flights and
accommodation

+ Services of an experienced
Tour Manager

¥ No single supplement
+ A room of your own

¥ Worldwide holidays
from £429

; + UK Discovery Weekends

from £259

For a brochure and to book
(0800987 5195
®)justyou.co.uk
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